SCHOOL LETTERHEAD
22nd September 2005
Dear Parents (to be mail merged),

Year 8 Research Project – Middle School Reading Programme

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of a research project I will be undertaking in Term 4, and also to seek permission for your son to be filmed/photographed during the course of this work. 

In May 2005, I was selected as a member of an action research team operating under the auspices of the International Boys’ Schools Coalition. This coalition comprises some 200 member schools from 12 countries. Prompted by the research that suggests the underperformance of boys in literacy, especially with regard to reading, the IBSC established the research team to investigate ‘Boys and Reading in the Middle School’. The specific focus that has been chosen by my team is on the use of graphic novels to engage boys in the curriculum and to promote higher-order thinking.

This project is being undertaken with the support of the Headmaster, the Head of English and the Co-ordinator of Middle School English. Whilst the results of the research project will be presented to delegates at the 2006 Annual IBSC Conference in Johannesburg, I consider the greatest value of the project lies in the implications of results for boys at Barker. The aim of action research is to reflect upon practice within a local context and to use those reflections to improve such practice.

It is anticipated that the research project will not interfere with the routine operation of the English curriculum. Research data will be collected during the boys’ study of a unit on Macbeth, using collection methods such as classroom observations, videotaping of lessons, student work samples, student journal entries and focus groups. Focus groups will be the only method used outside the English lessons. Not all boys will be involved in the focus groups. These groups, comprising 8-10 boys from each class, will be selected by their teacher and will be asked to meet with me over three lunchtimes to discuss their experiences relating to the use of the graphic novel version of Macbeth.

All information collected in the study will be treated confidentially and no participants in the study will be identified by name. The primary aim of filming students is to provide a record of strategies and responses in the classroom and to provide me with a complete record of focus group discussions that will later be transcribed. However, in the event that the team wishes to use video footage or photos to support a discussion of research methodology or results, I would ask your specific permission to do so at that time.  Your willingness to allow your son to be photographed or filmed will in no way disadvantage him in regard to the project or his normal participation in the English programme.

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information on 98478237 or at dlaycock@barker.nsw.edu.au. 

Yours sincerely,

Dianne Laycock

Teacher Librarian

RE Kefford

Headmaster

…………………………………………(………………………………………………

IBSC ACTION RESEARCH PROJECT

I do give/do not give (strike term that does not apply) permission for my son ……………………………….…… to be involved in the Year 8 IBSC Research Project into Boys and Reading. I understand that he may be filmed during the research process and that this film footage may be used for academic and educational purposes in the presentation of research results.

NAME: ………………………………………

SIGNED: ……………………………………

DATE:……………………

Please ask your son to return this note to either Mr McCallum or Mrs Hood.

Thank You.
